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Morgan Lehman Gallery is pleased to present “How to Build a Fire,” Carly Glovinski’s first solo 
exhibition in New York City. The show’s title refers to the “log cabin” technique of creating a fire by 
stacking alternating wood sticks in pairs and igniting them to stay warm. This piled wood architecture 
becomes an important structuring device that informs much of the creative process in the artist’s latest 
body of work. The image of a homemade fire also has symbolic resonance, evoking narratives of 
survival, comfort, nature, recreation, and community. 

Rooted in observation, Glovinski’s practice is inspired by an astute curiosity about the patterns, 
icons and organizing mechanisms of the everyday world.  Employing trompe l’oeil and methodical craft 
techniques, Glovinski aims to bend our perceptions of the things we recognize and take at face value, 
allowing for unexpected connections to be made between the materiality and iconography of objects. 

These recent drawings, wall-hangings, and sculptures consider the organizing systems inherent 
in woven textiles, rugs, and stacks of wood, as well as the narrative symbolism embedded in quilting 
patterns, and are often the result of the accumulation of simple repeated gestures. Working from a 
studio located in a historical New England textile mill, Glovinski makes a direct connection to that past, 
and by employing craft in a manner that is self-aware of its history, she acknowledges its transcendence 
from decoration to language and invites the creation of new meaning. 

Carly Glovinski was the 2016 recipient of the Piscataqua Region Artist Advancement Grant from 
the New Hampshire Charitable Foundation, and an Artist's Resource Trust (A.R.T.) grant from the 
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation. She received her BFA from Boston University in 2003 and 
has been awarded residencies at the Studios at MASS MoCA, North Adams, MA, Teton ArtLab, 
Jackson, WY, and the Vermont Studio Center, Johnson, VT. Her work has been included in exhibitions 
at the deCordova Museum and Sculpture Park, Lincoln, MA, Center for Maine Contemporary Art, 
Rockland, Boston Center for the Arts, Portland Museum of Art, Portland, ME, Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Jacksonville, FL, Utah Museum of Contemporary Art, Salt Lake City, and the Visual Arts Center of 
New Jersey. Recent and forthcoming solo exhibitions include “Scout Land” at Carroll and Sons, Boston, 
MA, and shows at the Colby Museum of Art, Waterville, ME, and at the Indianapolis Museum of 
Contemporary Art. Glovinski lives and works in Dover, New Hampshire. 

Carly Glovinski, Fire Quilt Stack #1, acrylic, graphite, and colored sand on stacked wood, 17.5 x 21.5 x 18.5 inches, 2018 


